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SERMON 


Preached before the HoNOURABLE 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 


At St. Margaret's Church, Weſtminſter, 


On Wedneſday April 11, 1 744. 


Being the Day appointed by his Ma jesTyY's Royal 


Proclamation for a GENERAL FAST. 


By PHILIP BEARCROFT D.D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his MAaJjesTy, | 


of 
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Printed by EDpWARD OwWEN in Amen Corner, 
MDCCXLIV. 


Jovis 12 Die Aprilis 1744. 
Ordered, 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 


1 given to the Reverend Doctor Bear- 
croft, for the Sermon by him preached 
Yeſterday before this Houſe at St. Mar- 
garet's, Weſtminſter; and that he be deſired 
to print the ſame ; oe that the Lord Per- 
ceval, Mr. Southwell, and Sir Hugh Smith. 
ſon, do acquaint him therewith. 

N. Hardinge, 
Cl. Dom. Com. 
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This Man doeth nothing worthy of Death, or of Bonds. 4a; xxvi. 


Ep. Titus, Ch. 3. Ver. 1. 


Put them in Mind to be ſubjech to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to obey Ma- 


giſtrates. 


T was the great Accuſation of the Jeus againſt St. 
Paul, that he was a Peſtilent Fellow and a Mover of Adi xxiv. 5. 
Sedition, and very artfully applied by their Council 
againſt him before the Roman Procurator, that he 
might command him to be put to Death ; but the Holy 
Man of God, whoſe peculiar Care it had "Sell to have al- 49; Kir. 
ways a Conſcience void of Offence toward God and towards 16. 
Men, wrapt up in his Integrity, entered. reſolutely, and 
chearfully upon his Defence, and defied them to make 
Good their Allegations againſt him ; and after the Matter 
had been ſearched into more than once or twice, and the 


Cauſe heard by different Judges, their Opinion upon it was, 


It is the true Praiſe of our Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 31. 

and ſtands upon the Records of our Holy Religion very 

highly to his Honour, that he was eſpecially careful to 

command all the new Converts to Chriſtianity 20 be ſubject Ram. xiii. 1. 
LY A's to 
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Rem. xi. 18. 79 the higher Powers; and if it were poſſible, and as much 


as in them lay, to live peaceably with all Men, to exhort, 


im. ü. 1. that Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions and giving of 


1 Tim. il. 1, 
> 


Prov, viii. 
b- 


Prov. XXi, I 


c Ep. Pet. ii. 
135 Oc. 


Thanks be made in the Church of God, for Kings, and all 
that are in Authority ; and direct the Teachers under him, 
to put the People in Mind to be ſulyect to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. Therefore I pray you, that 
ye would hear me patiently a few Words, before your 
proper Eeentaty es, 


2 While J lay before you the true Ground, and Foun- 
dation of the Apoſtolical Injunction, to be ſubject to 
Principalities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates: 
II. And that ye would afterwards ſomewhat farther in- 
dulge me, in a proper Application of it to yourſelves 
. this folemn Occaſion. -- - | 


I. The true Ground and Foundation of this Apoſtolica þ 
Injunction is, what is in Truth the true Ground and Foun- 
dation of all other Duties, biz. the Fear, and Love of ; 
God, by whom Kings reign and Princes decree Juſtice, yea | 
the Nobles, and all the Judges of the Earth. The Hearts | 


of Kings are in his Rule and Governance, as Rivers of 


Water, according to the fine Allufion of the wife Man, 

and he diſpoſeth and turneth them, as it will beſt anſwer 
the wiſe Ends of his good Providence. And therefore we | 
are to ſubmit ourſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's Sake, to pay a conſcientious Obedience to the Ma- 
giſtrates and Laws of the Country, in which we reſide, 
whether it be to the King, as Supreme, or unto Governors, 
as unto them, that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of 
evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, i. c. 


both to the chief Ruler himſelf, and to all them, who are 
| put 
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ö put in Authority under him for the due and regular Ad- 
| miniſtration of the Government; for ſo, as St. Peter well 
F inſtructs the Jer Converts to Chriſtianity, is the Will of 
ö God, that by well-doing they might put to Silence the Igno- 


rance of fooliſh Men. It is every Chriſtian's Duty 70 be ſub- 
/ jeck to the higher Powers, but it more eſpecially behoved 
them, becauſe they were every where ſpoken againſt by 
r their Adverſaries, as f᷑roubling of Cities, perverting of Nations, 
and even turning the World upfide down by forbidding to 

pay Tribute to Ceſar, the Roman Lord of it. As free, 

9 they were indeed by becoming Chriſtians eaſed from the 
Voke of the Jeuiſp Religion, and admitted into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sons of God; but as true Liberty will 
not behave itſelf unſeemly, they were not to uſe this Li- 
s ff berty for a Choke of Maliciouſneſs, by making it a Pretence 
2 for Licentiouſneſs and Diſobedience, but as the Servants of 
God, they were to honour all Men, to pay them all ac- 

U cording to their ſeveral Ranks and Stations the Reſpect be- 
1 longing to them, to love the Brotherhood, to bave a pecu- 
f 7} Uar Regard, and Affection for their Fellow-Chriſtians, to 
1 Fear God, to make their Duty towards him the firſt, and 
| 
f 


chief Principle of their Actions; and in the next Place to 
bonour the King, to pay their Duty to the Prince of the 
Country, in which they lived. All the Powers, that be, are 
r _ ordained of God, or rather, as the (a) original Words might 
a4 have born a more exact Tranſlation, were conſtituted un- 
4 der God, the Supreme Governor of the Univerſe; and 
1 therefore in Obedience to St. Paul's Exhortation, that Sup- 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks ſhould 
be made for Kings, and all that are in Authority ; they 


e (a) v0 7s Ou TIraymon ini, Rom, xhi. 1, 


were 
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were offered up (a) in the Church. in the early Ages of 
Chriſtianity, for the Life of the Emperor, for his Miniſters, 
for the Magiſtrates, and for the Good of the State ; much 
in the fame Manner, as in our Church-Liturgy, formed 
from the Primitive Plans, we beſeech God, to ſave and de- 
fend our King, that under him we may be godly and quietly 
governed, and to grant to his whole Council and to all them 
that are put in Authority under him, that they may truly 
and indifferently miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wick- 
edneſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of true Religion and 
Virtue. | | 

The Uſefulneſs of theſe Precepts to Government in Ge- 
neral, and the great Advantages, which they afford 'to all 
the various Forms of it, are too apparent to be denied ; 
and therefore ſuch bold Champions of Infidelity, as would 
willingly exclude God from the Government of the World, 
that they may riot in it without his Controul, have had the 
Aſſurance to aſſert, that theſe are in Truth State-Maxims in 
their Original, delivered out under the Veil of Religion, thro” 
the Mouths of Prieſts to bind them down upon the Con- 
ſciences of the People, the more effectually to ſecure them to 
Obedience: But then to help forward the Deceit, ſurely Stateſ- 


men would put on a greater Appearance of Religion, than . | 
they generally ſhew. No, the real Truth is this, the good 


God, whoſe providential Mercies are over all his Works, 
loves the Societies of Mankind, and is tenderly concerned 
for their Good, and therefore he hath vouchſafed to make 
his Laws concerning them ſo greatly to their Advantage, 
that they cannot break, or negle& them, without acting 


againſt their own proper Intereſt, and doing a manifeſt In- 7 


— 
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la) V. Juſtini Martyris Apologiam Seftione 23. V. Tertulliani Abo- 
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/ogiam Settione 30. 
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jury to themſelves; Even in this Reſpect the Law of the 1 0 N 7, 
Lord is perfect, converting the Soul; The Statutes of the * 

Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart, and in keeping of them 
there is great Reward. 

True Religion, the true Chriſtian Religion is moſt beau- 

tifully attended with the ſocial Virtues. The Divine Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith was uſhered into the World, with Lule ii. 14. 
Glory to God in the higheſt, on Earth, Peace, Good Will toward. 
Men; and Peace and Love, Charity, an univerſal Benevolence 
is the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of all the true Diſciples 
of him, who upon all proper Occaſions taught Subjectiou 
to the Powers in Being, and even the Fog of Tribute to 
ſupport them. 

When the Phariſees, Chriſt's moſt implacable Enemies, Mat. xxii- 
took Counſel how they might entangle him in his Talk, and they = 
fent unto him their Diſciples with the Herodians, ſaying, 

Maſter, we know that thou art true, and teacheth the Way 

of God in Truth, neither careſt thou for any Man, for thou 

regardeſt not the Perſon of Men. Tell us therefore, what 

thinkeſt thou, is it lawful to give Tribute unto Cæſar, or not? 

Our Lord ordered them to ſhew him the Tribute-Money, 

and when they produced a Roman Penny, with the Face 

and Titles of the Emperor ſtampt upon it, he aſked, whoſe 

was the Image and Superſcription, which that Coin bore, 

and when they faid unto him Cæſar's, Render therefore 

unto Cæſar the Things which are Cæſar's, ſays the Divine 

Logician, and out of a Zeal for God's Honour and Glory, 

always neareſt to his Heart, he adds, and unto God the Things 

which are God's : And thereby as it is well commented on 
by St. Paul in his famous 13th Chapter of the Epiſtle to Rom. xis. 
the Romans, he taught his Followers to render to all their | 

Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cuflom to whom Cu- 

tom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour, 


y Thus 
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Thus carefully Chriſt and his Apoſtles teach us our Du- 


ty towards the Civil Magiſtrate, within the Verge of whoſe 


Power we reſide ; and thus judiciouſly they diſtinguiſh about 
it. We are to contribute to ſupport his Government with 
our Purſes, to pray for, and to honour his Perſon, and to 
obey his Commands, as far as they are conſiſtent with the 
Commandments of God. For in the firſt Moment we 
perceive them to diſagree, we are to remember, that God 
2s the great King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and conſe- 


- quently that his Commandments are ſupreme, and therefore 


Aas iv. 18. 


As iv. 19. 


Hals v. 29. 


ſuperſede, and take off our Obedience from the Commands 
of his Vicegerent which do not ſquare with them. By this 
Rule acted St. Peter, and after this Manner by his Practice 
explained his Precept of Submiſſion to the Ordinances of Man. 


When the Jew:/h Magiſtracy required him abt fo teach in : 


the Name of Jeſus, the Righteous Man, who had already 


told them, that there was Salvation in none other, appealed | 
to themſelves, whether it was right to hearken unto them, 
more than unto God, who had commanded him to publiſh | 
theſe glad Tidings of Salvation; and when he was again 
apprehended with the reſt of the Apoſtles, for preaching # 
to the People in the Temple, bold as a Lyon he reſolutely ! 
told the Chief Magiſtrate, that hey ought to obey God ra- 


ther than Man. 
And with this juſt Diſtinction, which cannot with any 


Appearance of Reaſon be ſuſpected to be the Invention of | 
the State, it ſeems moſt prudent for all the Miniſters of the | 
Goſpel, after the Example of their Lord, and his immediate | 
Diſciples to put the People in Mind to be ſubjeft to Principa- 
lities and Powers, 19 obey Magiſtrates ; without entering 


further into the particular Diſcuſſion of that captious Que- 
tion, which heretofore hath raiſed ſuch deadly Feads, and 


Hatreds among us, how far our Obedience ought to extend. 
I know 
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I know well before whom I ſtand, and ſhall leave with 
great Deference to their wiſe Fudgments all ſuch tender Points 
and proceed to bring the general Doctrine a little nearer, 
and by Degrees quite home to ourſelves with this Obſer- 
vation. | 
II. That if the good Chriſtian's Obedience is to be car- 
ried thus far, even to froward Heathen Princes, and ſuch, 
to ſay no worſe of them, the great Civil Powers on Earth 
were, when Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered the before- 
mentioned Precepts of Obedience to the State; it is a very 
\ FT fortunate Circumſtance to be born in a Time, and to live in 
a Country, in which a good and gentle Chriſtian Prince bears 
Sway, more eſpecially if his Power is limited, and his 
Rule marked out by good and wholeſome Laws. Happy 
! are the People which are in ſuch a Caſe, yea bleſſed are Peo- 
pie, which have the Lord for their God. 
d | The laſt Words of King David on Politicks, and thoſe 
„ I dictated by the Spirit of God, were, He that ruleth over , Fam. xxii. 
h Men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. And they had 3: 
n J ſuch an Influence on the young Prince his Succeſſor, that 
9 ſoon after, when God himſelf appeared to him, and bid 
him to ask, what he ſhould give him, it was his wiſe Pe- 
!- F tition, that God would give him an underſtanding Heart to 
judge his People, that be might diſcern between Good and 
iy Evil. But yet fo great is the Frailty of Human Nature, 
of MY fo apt are even the wiſeſt Heads to be turned with an un- 
he M controuled Imperial Sway, that even King Solomon himſelf = 
te MY grew giddy with it, and we read in the Book of God, that 
a- is Heart was not perfect with the Lord, but he did Euil 1 Kings xi. 
ng in his Sight, and kept not that which the Lord commanded + 1. 
e- 4:m. It is therefore rather the Happineſs of a King than 


1 Kings ill. 5. 


nd MW his Misfortune, to have the Rule of his Duty chalkt out to : | 
nd. him, and his Power bounded and circumſcribed, to be diſabled | 
on B : from | 
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from doing wrong, and to be left at Liberty only for 
00d, 
5 Such may moſt properly be termed Gods, and the Sons 
of the moſt High. For if we look up to thoſe ſuperior 
Beings, which enjoy perfect Happineſs in Heaven, we ſhal] 
find good Reaſon to conclude, that their Happineſs ariſeth 
chiefly from the Determination of their Will to Good ; and 
if it were allowable for ſuch poor Reaſoners as ourſelves, 


to pronounce what God over all bleſſed for ever cannot do, 


we might truly ſay, God cannot do that, which is not 
good. The Rectitude of his Will, through his unerring 
Judgment ſecures him from it. It after this it ſhall be ask- 
ed, Where is the Place of Freedom? and where is true 
Liberty to be found? I will anſwer 1n a religious Senſe, in 
the Service of God; in a Civil Senſe, in our own happy 


- Conſtitution, in which we are not ſubject to the arbitrary 


Commands of Men of like Paſſions with ourſelves ; but 


the Power of the Magiſtrate, and the Duty of the Subject 


are ſo rightly calculated for their mutual Good, that our 


Civil as well as Religious Obedience is our reaſonable Service, 
and in both, God be thanked ! there is perfect Freedom. 


I could with Pleaſure expatiate on this pleaſing Theme, was 


I not checked with the Reflection, that notwithſtanding * 
this our happy Condition, too many among us appear not 
to be ſufficiently thankful, not to ſay quite inſenſible of 
theſe great Bleſſings ; while others preſumptuous and ſclf- 


willed are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, intruding 8 
into thoſe Things, which they have not ſeen, and do by | 
no means belong to them. The Office of a King is moſt 


difficult, as well as moſt honourable ; and hard indecd, 


very bard would be their Fate, were they obliged to juttity 


themſelves immediately to all thoſe, who from particular ; 


Difappointments, and ſelf- intereſted Views are fo malicious, 
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as to find Fault, on Purpoſe, to raiſe Troubles againſt them. 
There were Malecontents under that King, who made 
Silver in Jeruſalem, as plenty as Stones in the Street; nay 


and when God himſelf went before the Mraelites, and the 


Reward of their Following him was a Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey, he kept not the People from Diſcontents. 
It hath been in all Ages, and under all Governments the 


Practice of the diſappointed, and diſaffected to complain, 


and generally with too much Succeſs. For as a moſt judi- 
cious (a) Writer obſerves, © He that goes about to perſuade a 
« Multitude, that they are not ſo well governed as they ought 
« t be, ſhall never want attentive, and favourable Hearers ; 
« becauſe they know the manifold Defe&s, whereunto every 


« kind of Regiment is ſubjeft : but the ſecret Letts and Im- 


« pediments, which in publick Proceedings are innumerable 
and inevitable, they have not ordinarily the Judgment to 
conſider : and becauſe ſuch as openly reprove ſuppoſed Diſ- 
orders of the State are taken for principal Friends to the 
common Benefit of all: and for Men, that carry ſingular 
Freedom of Mind: under this fair and plauſible Colour 
whatſoever they utter, paſſeth for good and current : that, 
** which wanteth in the Weight of their Speech, is ſupplied 
« by the Aptneſs of Men's Minds to accept and believe it. 
Whereas on the other Side, if we maintain Things that 
are eſtabliſhed, we have not only to ſtrive with a Number 
F heavy Prejudices, deeply rooted in the Hearts of Men, 


| «© who think, that herein we ſerve the Time, and ſpeak in 


* Favour of the preſent State, becauſe thereby we either 


| 6 e bold or feek Preferment ; but alſo to bear ſuch Exceptions, 
1 © as Minds ſo averted before-hand uſually take againſt that, 


mm 


* 


(a] The Beginning of Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
B 2 which 


11 
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« which they are loth ſhould be poured into them,” But not- 
withſtanding all this, all honeſt Men, who are publick 
Teachers of the People, more eſpecially all true Paſtors of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church will do their Duty and approve them- 
ſelves as Miniſters of God, and faithful Servants of his Ma- 
jeſty in this Critical Juncture of Time; and whether with | 
Honour or Diſhonour, with evil Report, or good Report, | 
as Deceivers and yet true, at all Hazards they will en 
their Mouths, and enlarge their Hearts to make the Peo- 
ple ſenſible of the manifold Bleſſings, which they enjoy | 
under his preſent Majeſty's moſt juſt and moſt auſpicious ' 
Reign. Were all the People aſſembled together, we 
would ask them in the plain but moſt ſignificant Words of 
Sem. xii, Holy Scripture to the Iſraelites of old, whoſe Ox hath be 
3 4. taken ? or whoſe Aſs hath he taken? whom hath he de- 
Frauded? whom hath he oppreſſed? or of whoſe Hand hath ©: 
he taken any Bribe to blind his Eyes therewith ? And | 
all, who are not loſt to Truth and Shame would an- 
ſwer with one accord, He hath not defrauded, non 
oppreſſed us, neither hath he taken ought of any Mans 
Hand, to blind his Eyes therewith. — We will go further, 
and tell the People, without fear of Cenſure from their wiſe 
and watchful Guardians, who are to judge what is faid, | 
becauſe it is the very Truth; that heir Liberties and Pro- 
perties, thoſe charming Words, which carry Muſick with 
them to fix the Attention, and chear and raiſe the Spirits) 
of every Briten's Soul, are not only ſafe, but flouriſhing, 
and that the Chief Danger concerning them is, leſt they 
abuſe them to Wantonneſs, by doing every one of them, 
that cohich is right in their own Eyes, as if there was no 
King in theſe Realms. Thus without Thought and 


Reflection muſt act ſuch weak and unhappy Men, as not 
being® 
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being previouſly deluded by the falſe colourings of Popery, 


can wiſh for one of that Perſuaſion to come, and reign 


Of that tyrannical Religion, that enthrals 


over them. 


all its Votaries, and as far as it prevails, triumphs over the 


civil and religious Liberties of Mankind. 
Our great City, it is to be hoped, 1s not leſs diſtant in In- 


clination, than in Situation from Rome, which is wholly given 


to 1dolatry; but not a few lie conceal'd among us, that would 
lead us to it : and too many ſpend their Time either to hear, or 
to tell ſomething new ; while others delight in and go about 
with Lyes; and when their Mouths will be effectually ſtopped, 
God only knows ; they were moſt plainly wide open of late, 
and by their confident Aſſertions dampt our Joy, and caſt ſuch 
a Gloom over the Day of Victory, as filled our watchful 
Adverſary,, who ſowed thoſe Tares of Diſcontent, with the 
Hopes, that at length the long wiſhed for Time was ar- 
rived, when he might come with Safety, and put his Yoke 
upon us. | 
But the preſumptuous Undertaking hath raifed ſuch an 
Indignation in all true Britiſb Hearts, and knit them fo 
cloſely together, that they are combined /zke the Heart of 
one Man, not only to defend the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 
but alſo to revenge the daring Inſult of our Haughty Foe: 
This is the Voice of the People, and we truſt likewiſe, that 
it is the Voice of God. For it was He, who of his Goodneſs 
lately caſt them down, and overwhelmed our Enemies with 
the Sea. He blowed with his Winds, and the Waters flowed 
over them. 
There is a very particular Relation between the People 
of Great-Britain, and the Sea; and a great Aſſemblage 
of Ideas in the Compariſon between them. We both. 
fluctuate, and have our Ebbs and Flows, round the Iſland, 
and are preſerved pure and healthful by them: We both 
— - 
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are various and inconſtant, and the Tumults of the one, and 
the Waves of the other are ſometimes mighty and rage bor- 
ribly, but to our great Happineſs the Lord who dwelleth on 
high is mightier and direQeth the Raging of Sea, and the 
Madneſs of the People according to the good Purpoſes of 
his Almighty Will. 

That God would be graciouſly pleaſed to continue his 
watchful Care over us, and deliver us from the Hands of 
our Enemies; we are at preſent aſſembled in the Houſe of 
Prayer, to humble ourſelves before him with Faſting, to 
bewail the great and crying Sins of the Nation; to repent 
of, and moſt earneſtly beg the Pardon of them, from his di- 
vine Majeſty, acknowledging with Shame and Confuſion of 
Face, our foul Ingratitude for all his mighty Favours, and 
that it is owing to his unbounded and unmerited Good- 
neſs, that we have not been conſumed. We are cautioned by 

the Word of God not to ſay, what is the Cauſe, that the 
former Days were better than theſe, leſt we ſhould not en- 
quire wiſely concerning theſe Matters, and therefore we 
will not enter into the invidious Task of comparing Times, 
but with Grief acknowledge, that our own Times are in a 
moral Senſe very bad, but becauſe Iniquity abounds, it is no 
Reaſon, that the Love of many ſhould wax cold, to the proper 
Means under God of amending them ; which are an hearty 
Veneration and Obſervance of the Religion and Laws of 
our Country, a loyal Reſpect for the Perſon and Authority 
of the King, and an honeſt Induſtry, with a virtuous Fru- 
-vality in our ſeveral Callings ; and to this muſt be added 
in all thoſe, who are in Authority under his Majefty an un- 
daunted Courage in the regular Execution of the Penal 
Lows, and a becoming Zeal for the Preſervation of Order, 
now too generally flighted by all Ranks and Degrees, but 

moſt notoriouſly by the loweſt Sort of the People. 


The 
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The Sovereign is the Head, and the Magiſtrates under 
him are the Eyes and Hands of the Body Politick, to inſpect 
the Behaviour, and correct the Miſdemeanours of the Peo- 
ple; and conſequently the Magiſtrates of this Nation in 
their ſeveral Stations have no ſmall Taſk upon their Hands: 
when out of a dutiful Regard to their Office, and a 
Love for Virtue and good Manners, they ſhall put in Force 
the Laws enacted for the Suppreſſion of Vice and Immo- 
rality, which are in themſelves but Dead Letters, and muſt 
be enlivened by the quickening Hand of Power before they 
can operate, and make themſelves to be felt. The Magi- 
ſtrates Sword will then carry its true Edge; and the thus 


employing it to God's Honour and Glory at Home, may 


induce him to bleſs it with Victory abroad, and to give 
our Sovereign the Honour of being the Reſtorer of the 
Peace, as he is at preſent the great Protector of the trou- 
bled World. 

We have been for ſome Time engaged in a War, not 
out of a Wantonneſs of Power, or with unjuſt Views, but 
at the Voice of the People, and for the Honour of the Na- 


tion, to redreſs our injur'd Merchants, to protect our 


Trade, and vindicate the Superiority of Great-Britain up- 


on the Seas. Nor hath it lain fo heavy upon us, but that 


our wiſe Legiſlature, true to its Engagements, the great 
Bulwark of Liberty, and by Conſtitution an Enemy to Op- 
preſſion, hath found the Means to aſſiſt her Friends on the 
Continent, and moſt generouſly reached out her faving Hand 
to a moſt worthy Princeſs, whoſe Hereditary Dominions 


had been for ſome Time carved out, and in Imagination 


twallowed by her Foes. 


Enraged at his Diſappointments and Defeats, our moſt 
inveterate Enemy, in purſuit of whoſe ambitious Views, and 


dy whoſe ſecret Machinations the mighty Scheme was for- 


med, 


15 


16 


2 Kings xix. 
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med, and attempted to be put in Execution by his Armies; 
at length hath threwn off the Mask, and declared open War 
againſt our Sover@gn Lord King George, as a Perſonal 


Enemy to France? & No inglorious Character; and until 


France ſhall ceaſe WF diſturb Europe, the King of Great- 
Britain's moſt juſt Praiſe. 
For Succeſs in this honourable Warfare, firſt and before 
all Things we muſt addreſs ourſelves to that great and only 
Potentate, who is wonderful among the Kings of the Earth; 


and when he faith to one Go, he muſt go, and to another 


Come, he muſt come, and to a third do this, he muſt do 
it, or God will put his Hook in his Noſe, and his Bridle in 
his Lips, according to the ſtrong Expreſſion of Jſaiab, and 
turn him back, by the Way, that he came ; or perhaps 


ſend the proud Man to graſe with the Beaſt of the Field, 


Dan. iv. 17. 


vii. 


Pfuim li. 4 | 


and make him to be wet with the Dew of Heaven, till he is 
ſenſible, and confeſſes, that the moſt High ruleth 77 the 
Kingdom of Men, and he giveth them, to whomſoever he 
will ; till he praiſeth and honoureth and extolleth the King 


of Heaven, all whoſe Works are Truth, and his Ways Judg- ; 


ment, and thoſe that walk in Pride, He is able to abaſe. 
The Gods of the Earth may by Treaties part it out among 
themſelves, and form imaginary Schemes of Power ; but he 
that is higher than the higheſt among the Children of Men, 
God that dwelleth in Heaven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn, the 
Lord ſhall have them in Derifion : If they take not his Con- 
ſent along with them, He will make them to their Coſt 2 fell 
it out that the Lord is King: the Earth may be glad thereof, yea 
the Multitude of theſe our Iſles may be more eſpecially glad 
thereof ; on which he hath ſhower'd down his Favours, 
and not only filled our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, but 
bleſſed us with the Truth of his holy Word, and with ſuch 
a rational Form of Government, that he doth not appear 
to 
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to have dealed ſo kindly with any other Nation, and we 
are not more ſeparated from them by his great Waters, 
than by his kind providential Care over us. Praiſed be 
God's Holy Name, he hath given us all Things richly to 
enjoy ! It is very certain, that we are bleſt with the beſt 
Religion ; and I am verily perſuaded, that we live under 
the beſt Form of Government at preſent upon the Earth ; 
and therefore if we are not the beſt Men, and the happieſt 
People upon. it, the Blame muſt lie upon ourſelves alone. 
We. profeſs the Chri/tian Religion from Chriſt and his 
| Apoſtles, as it ſtands recorded in the Holy Book of. God, 
without the falſe Comments, whatever the Romani/ts pre- 
tend, of fallible Men. And we are under Regal Govern- 
ment, ſuch was the firſt Government on Earth, and ſuch was, 
and will be for ever the Government of Heaven: but ſince 
human Nature is apt to grow corrupt, and giddy, and in- 
toxicated with an uncontrouled Command. . The Power 
of our Sovereign hath fixed Bounds, which it cannot Je- 
gally paſs, it reaches our Purſes in ſuch Proportions only, 
as we ourſelves by our Repreſentatives propoſe ; and it 
commands our Perſons no further, than the Laws paſſed 
1 with their Conſent, Enact. The King pretends not to be 
I abſolute over our Lives and Fortunes, or to lord it over 
our Conſciences, and to judge of our Actions further than 
they expreſs our Behaviour towards the State. He is 
very ſenſible, that our Conſciences have another Maſter, 
before whom we muſt ſtand or fall in the Day, when Ron, ii. 16. 
7 God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men through Teſus 
Chriſt cur Lord; and that he ſhall then be called to 
an Account himſelf in his publick as well as private Ca- 
pacity, whether He ſhall have ſtudied to keep his People 
in Wealth Peace and Godlineſs, and ſhall have been con- 
C. tented + 
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tented with his legal Rights, and our legal Obedience 
which are the King's juſt Prerogative, and therefore with 
Honour are indiſpenſably to be paid him, who hath given 
us his ſacred Word from the Throne, that he hath: 19 Intereſt 
at Hear ts but ours, and that he will do his Part in protect- 
ing, and promoting it. In a grateful Return for theſe 124 
Gracious Aſſurances, let it be our fixed Reſolution, as it is our 
bounden Duty, to honour and obey the King, and all them 
that are put in Authority under him; and to unite heartily 
to ſhew ourſelves a wiſe and nderftanting People, that have 
Councel and Strength for the War under him againſt all our 


Enemies, and more eſpecially againſt that moſt perfidious 


One, who will be bound by the moſt folemn Engagements 
no longer, than it ſuits with his ere, Ambition, or Re- 
| ſentment to break them. 

This Day already ſtands diſtinguiſhed in the Annals 
of England for the Coronation of the great Preſerver of 
our Civil and Rehgious Liberties, who ſtopped the Ra- 
vages, and checked and abated the Pride of France : 


but, as we have been by no means ſufficiently thankful for 


* 


that great Deliverance ; but have moſt notoriouſly abu- 
ſed that, and all our other great national Bleſſings, by | 


converting our Peace and our Plenty into Wantonneſs, 


and our Religious and Civil Liberties into Licentiouſneſs; it 
is now moſt juſtly, and we hope, not inauſpiciouſſy, bees 2 
a Day of Humiliation for our foul Ingratitude, in which 
we have earneſtly prayed to God for his Bleſſing from Hea- * 
ven on the Perſon and Arms of our Sovereign Lord the 
Ving, and ſolemnly promiſed to forſake and amend all our 
wicked Ways, and at length to become a grateful and an 


obedicnt People. Theſe are our beſt means of applying to the 
Throne of Grace, that the Lord of Hoſts, the great God of 
Battle would graciouſly vduchſafe to go forth with our Fleets, 
and Armies, and crown them with Victories, as in th? 


Days 


% 


— — 


* 
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Days of old, and in the Years, that are paſt, which we have 
heard and known, and ſuch, as our Fathers have told us: till 
we ſhall have again driven hack thoſe vain People that delight 
in War, within their own proper Bounds ; and made them 
once more to ſue for the Bleſſings of Peace. 


To God be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, Praiſe, Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion for evermore. 


4 * 


